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Å The goals of the upper school computer education program is to:

Å Meet the needs of upper school students who enter at a varying degree of 

proficiency

Å Expose students to a wide variety of technological tools

Å Help students practice the application of technological tools and resources



Course Overview
Å The Middle School Computer Education Program provides all seventh 

and eighth graders with the following:

Å Computer basics and formal touch-typing instruction 

Å Word processing

Å Microsoft programming which includes: Publisher, PowerPoint and Excel 

Å Internet research, proper formatting and citation when writing research 

papers and web building

Å Oral presentation using PowerPoint

Å Individual and group projects 

Å Online testing



Computer Lab



Spanish Language and Culture
GOALS 

× To learn about the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries

× To encourage global citizenship and tolerance

× To expand communication abilities through listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing

EXPECTATIONS

× Come to class every day prepared, on time, with supplies, a good attitude and 

be ready to learn



Spanish Language and Culture
× Textbook and resources : Avancemos1a and 1b

× www.classzone.com
× Online textbook

× Homework help

× Online flashcards

× Grammar help

× Self-quizzes

× Culture notes

× Authentic projects
× Restaurant skit

× Clothing catalogue

× Family tree

× Dream house



Spanish Language and Culture
× Field Trips

× Honors lunch at Xochilmilcoõs

× Honors lunch at El Nibble Nook



Social Studies

Expectations

Å Knowledgeof history, geography, civics, and economics is fundamental 

to studentsõ ability to understand the world we live in.

Å Respect for the values of a diverse and democratic society motivates 

students to safeguard their own rights and the rights of others and fulfill 

their responsibilities as citizens in a democracy.

Å Inquiry, interpersonal relations, and critical reasoning skills include 

the ability to gather, interpret and analyze information, to engage in 

respectful and productive discourse, and draw conclusions consistent 

with onesõ own values and beliefs.



Class Structure

Textbook and resources: The American 
Journey and Glencoe World History

× Guided Activities
× Directed Readings

× Ten minute history lessons

× Journal writing prompts

× Weekly quizzes

× Mini-lectures/notes

× homework

× Authentic projects
× Black History Month Essay

× Community Service

× Make your own country project

× Research Paper

U.S. & World History

Resources



Integrated Themes and 

Concepts

× Politics and History

× The Role of Ideas

× Economics and History

× The Importance of Cultural 
Development

× Religion in History

× The Role of the Individuals

× The Impact of Science and Technology

× The Environment and History

U.S. & World History

Resources



English Language Arts

Overview

Å Language Arts  Defined

Å Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Viewing   (5 strands)

Å Daily - Reflections/Bell work/Starter

Å Introduction

Å Supporting Details

Å Conclusion

Å Definition Monday

Å Taken from novel/reading

Å Vocabulary enrichment



Å Narratives - Tells a story ; Fiction or Non-fiction

Å Expository ðInforms or explains 

Å Persuasive ðGiven an opinion 

Å Checked for ðGrammar/Style 

Å Proof reading 

Å Elements of editing

Å Character Education òReflectionó 

Writing



Å Novels

Å Short Stories

Å Drama

Å Poetry

Å Author- Balance between African American & European American 

Authors

Å Cross Curricular

Reading-World View



Å òDoõs & Donõtsó

Å Based on the reading

Speaking



Å The middle school Mathematics curriculum represents a critical transition 

phase in a child's education. It summarizes what has come before and 

prepares the way for more advanced study. Initially, some of the work may 

seem like review, but soon instruction will intensify and expand into areas 

that will deepen your child's understanding. Students will be introduced to 

lots of increasingly rich and complex material, which they'll be expected to 

compare, analyze, and remember for tests. There will be more homework, 

independent reading, and research projects and reports. While some children 

thrive on these kinds of challenges, some find the transition to middle 

school difficult.

Pre-Algebra & Algebra 1
K. Robinson 7th & 8th Grade



Term Definition

Instruction Example w/ answer

variable
A letter representation for the 

unknown

Identify the variable in each 

term.
3x  =    x   

answer

ÅMEAP Preparation Quizzes

ÅVocabulary

ÅDaily Exploration  (Bell work)

ÅPresentations

Åreal-world application

Åquarterly

ÅHomework

ÅHomework Review quiz
ÅGroup Assessment

ÅImmediate feedback

ÅPeer tutoring

ÅOnline Learning Curriculum

ÅParent Grade Verification Sheet

ÅWeekly progress report

ÅClass Participation

ÅEffort points





Middle School Science Program

Environment Conducive to Learning

- Internet and Smartboard

- Fully equipped lab

- Classroom pets students can take home

- Additional activities such as Mammoth Cave National Park trip,          

Science Olympiad, Michigan Green Schools, Fuel Cell Challenge

Inquiry Science and the 5 Eôs

- Journals

- Scientific method

- Experiments that support the concepts

- Real world connections / current events

- Independent projects / research

- Online textbook / website

- Video clips / music videos

- Microscopes / Bunsen burners

- Mandatory Science Fair



Snapshot of Lab Activities

Owl pellets, dissection, hatching chickens

Bunsen burners, chemical reactions 

Bottle rockets, hovercrafts, electricity

Solar balloons, alternative energy projects

Chromatography, oscilloscopes, polymers

Crystal formation, mineral identification



Requirements for Class

Science Journal

Science Fair is Mandatory

Willingness to work collaboratively


